Austin Gerard O'Malley
Former consultant orthopaedic surgeon Liverpool (b Wigan 1914; q Liverpool 1939; MChOrth, FRCS Ed), d 5 September 2001. As he qualified just before the outbreak of the second world war his career was interrupted by service as a medical officer in the Royal Navy. On "demob" he returned to Liverpool to his chosen career in orthopaedic surgery and worked at various hospitals until he retired in 1979. He published papers on various orthopaedic conditions, but he will be chiefly remembered for his studies on the influence of the psoas muscle on congenital dislocation of the hip and osteoarthritis of the hip. His work led to the operation of psoas release. He leaves a wife, Iola; two sons; and two grandchildren.
[F Howard Beddow]

Charles Anthony Rushmer
Former general practitioner Upwell, Wisbech (b 1927; q St Mary's Hospital, London, 1954) , died from oesophageal cancer on 18 July 2002. Tony did national service in the navy before studying medicine. After house jobs in Paddington and Preston, he worked in Walsham and Gillingham, before moving to Upwell in 1962. In his practice Tony was quiet, careful, precise, intellectual, and rigorous. As senior partner he was supportive of any efforts that we made to extend our services. Decisions were made democratically and we were all able to contribute under his stewardship. Tony was a great gardener. Anyone who had the pleasure of visiting his garden would recall the impact of the tranquil place that Tony and his wife, Eileen, created. [Paul Millard]
Cyril Valentine Shanahan
Former consultant geriatrician Newsham General and Broadgreen Hospitals, Liverpool (b Cork 1922; q Cork 1946) , died on 8 July 2002 from heart failure and pneumonia in the late aftermath of apparently successfully treated gastric cancer. Although Cyril Shanahan's career flourished in the traditional "custodial" environment of Newsham, he brought to the care of his patients there and their relatives a quality of kindness and compassion far ahead of his time. This spilled over abundantly into his dealings with his colleagues. He was particularly proud of the lasting bridges that he built between his service and orthopaedic surgery at Broadgreen. He leaves a wife, Iris; and four children. [Austin Carty]
Joseph Sharkey
Former consultant geriatrician Highlands Hospital, north London (b 1913; q University College, Dublin, 1936; MD), d 23 August 2002 . After a short period as a general practitioner, Joe joined the London County Council hospital service. In 1943, he joined the Royal Army Medical Corps and was posted to India, reaching the rank of major. At Highlands Hospital after the war his responsibilities included care of some 200 post-encephalitic Parkinsonism patients and he was involved in the early trials of levodopa in Parkinsonism. A firm supporter of amateur boxing, he served as a physician to the National Police Boxing Association for more than 20 years. He leaves a wife, Justine; three children; and five grandchildren.
[H Caplan]
William Marshall Walker
Former general practitioner Glasgow (b Glasgow 1926; q Glasgow 1950 ), d 15 March 2002 After national service in the Royal Army Medical Corps, Marshall Walker joined a practice in Hillington and Govan, Glasgow, where he remained until he retired. During his years in practice he saw the change from a surgery in his home and a Glasgow tenement to custom-built health centres with appointment systems. Although Marshall was beset by increasing cardiac problems, he and his wife, Jean, were able to travel all over the world, and he had time to devote to his collection of Clyde river steamer photographs. 
